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Preface

Elements of the Earth was first recorded at the Student Composers’ Orchestral
Workshop at Blackheath Halls, London on 27th January 2009, conducted by

Jonathan Tilbrook. It has yet to be performed in a public venue.

This orchestral work is based on a theme of natural disasters. It tells the story of the
power of nature; calm and beautiful, yet destructive and terrifying.

Each section of the orchestra represents a different element of the Earth: the fierce
brass representing fire; sea represented by flowing strings; the diverse winds represent
the wind; and the earth is represented by the rumbling percussion.

This story sets out with calm seas, undisturbed, except for a mild wind blowing across the
surface. Eventually, the wind takes hold and a chorale-like dissonant duet between the winds
and strings form the bearings of a typhoon, increasing in intensity with every moment.

Meanwhile...

An earthquake shatters the silence of the Earth, and rumbling tremors continue to evolve as the
sea and wind creep back into the frame, now more intense; collaborating to create a force of
lashing turbulence.

Just as this powerful trio of elements climax, the majestic sound is shattered by the introduction
of fire into this planetary scenario. A volcano erupts with violent fury, desolating the landscape
with a fiery haze of black ash and rich, red lava: the blood of the Earth.

The amalgamation of all four elements continue; forming a dissonant chorale of epic
proportions, eventually reaching a conclusion. The sea is again calm, and a solitary viewer in
the air casts her view out onto the beautiful landscape, shaped by so much destruction.

In the end, not all is at peace: something below the ground is surfacing.

Credit to Simon Maclean for working on this project with me; as a source of
inspiration for the concept of this piece, and for his input to the story.

Antony Allen

Publisher’s note
The publishers have used their best efforts to clear the copyright for images
used in this volume with the relevant owners and print suitable
acknowledgements. If any copyright owner has not been consulted or an
acknowledgement has been omitted, the publishers offer their apologies and
will rectify the situation following formal notification.

Cover design by Antony Allen

Front cover picture: Various (Google Images) — collage by Antony Allen

The Red Antz Music Publishing Company is a venture of Atlas International Marketing
Preface © Copyright 2009 by Antony Allen

Printed and bound in England



Elements of the Earth

Instrumentation

Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
Cor Anglais
2 Bb Clarinets
Bb Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon

(12) Violin I
(10) Violin II
(8) Violas
(6) Cellos
(4) Double Basses
Harp

Duration:

3 Bb Trumpets
4 F Horns
2 Trombones
Bass Trombone

Tuba

Sax Choir:
2 Alto Saxes
Tenor Sax
Baritone Sax

3 Percussionists:
Bass Drum
Tam-tam
4 Timpani

5 minutes

Transposed Score

www.antonyallen.com



Biography

Antony Allen (b. 1987) studied at Trinity College of Music, London,
achieving an upper-second class Bachelor of Music with Honours in
Composition. During his four-year BMus degree, Antony studied with
composers such as Errollyn Wallen and Stephen Montague, under the
guidance of Dominic Murcott. For the duration of the course, Antony
was taught clarinet by Hale Hambleton, principal clarinettist at the
English National Opera.

Antony started composing at the age of 13, and has written music of
many styles, ranging from electronic dance music, to experimental solo
pieces, to full orchestral works. At the age of 17, Antony’s first orchestral
work Scydrone was performed by the Oxfordshire Central Music School
Orchestra. During his time at Trinity, Antony has written pieces for a
variety of ensembles, including a brass dectet STATUS QUO ANTE
BELLUM which was premiered at the Falklands Memorial event in the
Painted Hall, Old Royal Naval College, December 2008. He has the
support of such up’n’coming musicians such as Sergio Neves (clarinettist),
who commissioned a work for Clarinet and Piano which has been
performed around London and in Portugal.
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